
Since the 2019 AGM only two BMAF Race Walking Championships have been held. The Long 

Distance championships took place a week after the BMAF Track and Field championships and two 

weeks before the European Masters Championships in Jesolo. The close proximity of these events 

and the fact that this championship took place in the Isle of Man probably had a significant impact 

on the number of entries. The race, over 20 miles, was incorporated into the Centurions 100 mile 

race held in Castletown which meant there was excellent organisation and atmosphere rather like 

that for the annual Horwich races. There were 74 walkers in the 100 mile race which was made up 

of 65 masters and 9 seniors. The BMAF championships was incorporated into an open 20 mile race 

which was held during the 100 mile race. There were 35 walkers of whom 5 men and 3 women 

contested the BMAF championships.  These statistics suggest that perhaps the BMAF Long 

Distance Championships might be held over longer distances than 20 miles sometime in the future.  

Ian Richards (M70 - VAC) won both the all age open and BMAF races. 

 

The second Championship to be held was the 3000m in the BMAF Indoor Championships in Lea 

Valley.  It attracted only 10 walkers and one race was needed compared to the usual 2.  

Although only 5 men and 7 women attended the European Championships in Jesolo, it proved 

another success for the British walkers winning 6 individual gold, 2 silver and 3 bronze plus 3 gold 

teams and 2 bronze. The walks were held in Eraclea, a small seaside village with the lap course 

going through the main village street. The course was excellent with a large stretch of road re-

surfaced especially for the event. Unfortunately those responsible for setting up the course did not 

follow the measured route going round the wrong side of a roundabout and using the opposite side 

of the road to the resurfaced stretch. This meant that the course for the 10km was short. It was re-

measured for the 20k but many then felt that was long!  Despite these issues these were a most 

enjoyable and rewarding Championships.  Individual Medalists were Ian Richards (M70) 3 gold, 

Noel Blatchford (W70) 2 golds Cath Duhig (W70) 1 gold, 1 silver, 1 bronze, Peter Boszko (M70) 1 

silver, 2 bronze.  

 

All Championships since March have been either postponed or cancelled. The 10k and 20km 

Championship have been postponed to a date still to be fixed depending upon whether any races are 

possible before the end of the year.  Because the European Non-stadia Championships due to be 

held in Madeira were postponed until November and that fixture is still in place, arrangements have 

been made for the BMAF 20km Championships to take place in the autumn if racing is possible. 

This is intended to help walkers who might be going to Madeira to prepare. 

 

Other events 

A series of weekly virtual walks has been taking place since lockdown commenced.  It has been 

organised by the National Endurance Centre in Leeds and one of the walkers. These are all age, 

attract overseas walkers with a typical field of around 100. In practice the majority are Masters with 

only 3 or 4 seniors.  They have been much appreciated by the walkers and are helping to keep 

walkers motivated.  

 

Other news 

At the beginning of the year it was announced that Ian Richards had been awarded not only the 

BMAF Masters Race Walker of the Year and overall Masters Athlete of the Year but also European 

and World Masters Race Walker of the Year plus European and World Masters Athlete of the Year 

and Runner Up World Masters Athlete of the Year. 
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